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1) Anthony Ahrens - Students can help to develop projects, collect data, and 

analyze data on projects on such things as gratitude and mindfulness. 

2) Noemi Enchautegui (Family, Work, Community, and Culture Research Group) -  

Undergraduate students are working this year in a study of the impact of an after-

school program targeting primarily Latino children K-6th grade. Students help 

with every aspect of the study, from literature review to interviews and data 

analysis.  

3) Maria Gomez-Serrano - Undergraduates working in my lab either join a project 

led by graduate students or come with their own ideas, write the protocols and 

run the experiments themselves. 

4) James Gray – Students can serve internships at local institutions, e.g., St. 

Elizabeth’s Hospital, working with public defenders to help citizens in 

commitment cases. Students also work at Children’s Hospital administering IQ 

tests in assessments with transgender children. Students also assist in research 

on body image and the effects of seasonal variations in these perceptions.  

5) Kate Gunthert (Stress and Emotion Laboratory) - Students help to develop 

studies of depression, anxiety, and emotion regulation. Students run participants 

through protocols involving surveys, daily diaries, palm pilots, and actigraph 

watches (to monitor sleep quality). 

6) Dave Haaga (Clinical Psychology Research Laboratory) – Students assist with 

our research on treatment of trichotillomania (hair pulling disorder) by making 

ratings of the degree of hair loss evident in digital photos of patients taken at 

different stages in their treatment. Students also assist in the same study by 

watching videos of psychotherapy sessions and rating the extent to which 

therapist is adhering to guidelines for that session from the instructional manual 

for the study 

7) Laura Juliano (Behavioral Pharmacology and Health Promotion Laboratory) - 

Undergraduate and graduate students can assist with research that examines 

factors that contribute to tobacco and caffeine use. 

8) David Kearns - Undergraduate students can assist in research using rat subjects 

that looks at basic processes involved in addiction.  Students are trained in 

animal care and use and in standard operant behavior techniques. 

9) Gishawn Mance – This laboratory examines adolescent mental health with an 

emphasis on traumatic stress and coping.  Students in this lab work collectively 

with local public charter schools and youth-serving organization to examine the 

role of protective factors (i.e., coping, mentoring, social support) on adolescent 

stress (i.e., violence exposure, urban stressors, bullying, and traumatic events) 



and symptom presentation (e.g., depression, PTSD, aggression).  They will have 

the opportunity to gain experience with research recruitment and retention, data 

collection and entry, intervention development, statistical software, and 

manuscript preparation. 

10) Scott Parker - Undergrad students can get involved in experiments on perception 

and decision-making. UG students have been authors on posters at Eastern 

Psychological Assn and the Mathias conference where they stand in front of the 

poster, field questions, and make like the lead investigator (which they often 

essentially are). They variously run subjects, contribute to experimental design, 

and contribute to data analysis. 

11) Zehra Peynircioglu - Undergraduates interested in memory and cognitive 

processes take part in cutting edge research and gain hands-on experience in 

research skills such as data collection, entry, and analysis.  Current projects 

include studies on music and emotion, music and metamemory, prospective 

memory, and aging/depression and overgeneral memory. 

12) Anthony Riley (Psychopharmacology Laboratory) – Both undergraduate and 

graduate students become involved in studying animal models of drug use and 

abuse. The lab focuses on examining the interplay between the various stimulus 

effects of drugs and in so doing focuses on the multiple factors that can impact 

drug taking behavior, e.g., genetics, maternal environment, adolescent history, 

drug interactions. All work encompasses both behavioral and molecular assays 

(see http://www.american.edu/cas/psychology/psychopharmacology/index.cfm). 

13) Arthur Shapiro (Laboratory for Visual and Perceptual Neuroscience) - This 

laboratory provides NIH-funded opportunities to investigate color vision, and 

other opportunities to work on camouflage, motion perception, and peripheral 

vision.  Students will help develop visual illusions and other interactive 

phenomena in order to understand vision and the brain; students in the lab will 

acquire or develop computer programming skills in environments such as Adobe 

Flash, Matlab and LabView. 

14) Alan Silberberg - Undergraduates can participate in experiments where humans 

are used as subjects where the data obtained are compared with those from 

nonhuman primates. 

15) Catherine Stoodley (Developmental Neuroscience Laboratory)- The 

Developmental Neuroscience lab uses various methods to study the brain bases 

of normal development and developmental disorders such as autism, ADHD and 

dyslexia. These include measuring behavior in children and adults, conducting 

structural and functional brain imaging, and investigating clinical populations. 

Depending on the project, students are involved in searching and reading the 

scientific literature, designing experimental tasks, acquiring data, performing 

http://www.american.edu/cas/psychology/psychopharmacology/index.cfm


statistical analyses, and preparing the findings for publication and presentation at 

scientific conferences. 

16) Brian Yates (Program Evaluation Research Laboratory (PERL) - Undergraduate 

as well as graduate students are welcome to become involved in any of the 

program evaluation projects that are underway in the laboratory, for which they 

could receive Independent Study credit. Details on current research and current 

and past student members of PERL are provided at the PERL website 

(http://dl.dropbox.com/u/25119023/PERL/Welcome.html), as well as on the 

bulletin outside 315 Asbury.  

http://dl.dropbox.com/u/25119023/PERL/Welcome.html

